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of Caes county, to submit the question of a removal of the
seat of justice of said county to the qualified voters thereof,
at the next April election.

§ 3. Thatif it shall be found upon a canvass of the votes,
that a majority are for a removal, then the seat of justice
shall be located under the direction of Peter Hedge, Barton
Com'ss 41%4: Garvin, and Jeremiah Bradshall, of Cass county, who are

hereby appointéd commissioners to locate the same.
Tukeofivet.  § 8. This act to be in force from and after its publication
in the Jowa Capital Reporter, and Council Bluff Bugle:
Provided, the State incurs no expense in the publication.
ArpPrOvED January 25th, 1855.

Majority &or,

‘The foregeing act was published in the Iowa Capital Reporter, Febrnary 7,

1855,
' GEO. W. McCLEARY Becy of State.

CHAPTER 158.
S8TATE LAND OFFICE.

AN ACT eo estadlish & State Land Qffice, with s Register thereof, andto
define his duties.

Eetablished,  Secrionl. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the
State of Jowa, That for the purpose of preserving a proper
recerd of all lands beloaging to the State, and of their final
disposition, and of transacting business in relation thereta,
there shall be a State Land Office established at the Seat of

Electionof . overnment, with a Register thereof, who shall be elected

Register. by the people on the first Monday in April next, and shall

hold his office for two years, and until his successor is

elected and qualified.
$ 3. The State Land Office shall be furnished by the

Secretarygof State with a suitable room, and with the/neces-

sary furniture and stationery, and a sufficient number of

tract books, and other necessary books for records; sa: .

tract books to be ruled in a manner similar to those used in

_ the United States Land Offices, 20 as to record each tract

Fuxiture and
beoks.
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.by its smallest legal subdivision, its section, township, range,
and to whom sold, and what price per acre, to whom pat-
ented, and when.

} 8. Separate tract books shall be kept for the Univer- Sep‘,.m traet
sity lands, the saline lands, the half million acre grant, the books.
sixteenth sections, the swamp lands, and such other lands
as the State now owns, or may hereafter own, so that each
description of State lands shall be kept separate from all
others, and each set of tract books shall be a complete record
of all the lands to which they refer.

$ 4. The Governor of the State, together with the Regis- Commission-
ter and Receiver of the United States Land Office in Iowa en to srracge
City, are hereby appointed commissioners to assist in
arranging with said Register the plan on which the booke
and records of the State Land Office shall be kept, 2o that
they may present and preserve an accurate chain of title
fromn the General Government to the uitimate purchasers
of each smallest legal subdivision of land, and to preserve
a permanent record in books, suitably indexed, of all cor-
respondence with the General Government, or any of its
departments, in relation to State lands, and to preserve, by
proper records thereof, copies of the original lists furnished
by the State selecting agents, and of all other papers in
relation to State lande, which are of permanent interest.

§ 5. The Register of the State Land Office, immed- Duty of Reg-
ately after being qualified, as hereinafter provided; shail **"
proceed to take poesession of all books, papers, plans, or
maps, now in the possession of the Superintendent of Pub-
lic. Instruction, which relate to the selection, or compose a
part of the records of any description of State lands, and of
the records of patents issued by the State, in the office of
the Seeretary of State; and if any dispute should arise be-
tween said Register of the State Land Office and any officer
of whom books or other documents are demanded, under
the provisions of this section, the Governor of this State, Aibirstofs.’
and the Register and Receiver of the Land Office in lIowa
City, as commissioners as aforesaid, shall determine the
same, and their decision shall be final. .

§ 6. All patents for State lands shall issue from the Pasts.
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State Land Office, and shall be signed by the Governor, ‘
and recorded by the Register, and each patent shall contain
therein a marginal certificate of the book and page on -
which it is recorded, shall be signed by the Register, and all
patents shall be delivered to the patentees free nf charge.

Reguisitionof  § 7. No patents for any portion of the State lands now

S ret apart for educational purposes shall iesue, except upon
the written requisition of the Superintendent of Public In-
struction, which requisition the Register of the State Land
Office shall file and record.

:';Pg'ﬂl‘g“liogr § 8. Inlike manner no patents or conveyanees of Des
% 7% Moines fnprovement lands shall issue, except on the writ-
ent requisitions of the Commissioner thereof; and no pa-
tent shall issue for any other lands beélonging to the State,
except upon the written requisition of the person or persons
specially charged with the custody of the same, or in pur-
suance of law : Provided, that all patents issued for any of
the Des Moines River Improvement lands, shall contain the -
Saving olause following clamse : “ Nothing in this patent shall be con-
strued into a warrant by the State against any claim or
claims to said lands arising out of any pre-existing con-
tract in relation to said lands, made or entered into by the
State or any of its agents, nor as intended to interfere with
any of the rights of any person or company, to any of said
lands accruing by virtue of any law of this State, or any

contract under the provisions of any of said laws.

Balary. § 9. The salary of the Register of the State Land Office
shall be $1000 per annum, and he is hereby authorized to
Clerks emplay a clerk in said offiee, by the advice and consent of

the Governor of the State.

§ 10. The State Land Office shall be kept open for busi-
ness during business hours of every day, and shall have the
personal attendance of the Register ; the documents therein
shall be subject to inspection, in the presence of the Regis-
-ter, by parties having an interest therein, and certified -
Copies* copies thereof, signed by the Register, shall be deemed
prima facie evidence of the fact to which they relate, i all
courts in the State, and they shall be furnished by the -
Register for a reasonable compensation, an. account of

Busitiess houls

Imspection.
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which shall be kept, and the amount thereof paid quarterly - .
into the treasury. 4
§ 11. The Governor and the Register and Receiver of Rules and
the Land Office at lowa City, acting as commissionera as "°€"14on
aforesaid, shall have power to make all needful rules and
regulations, not inconsistent with this act, for giving to the
State Land Office a proper efficiency and correctness, and -
for rendering it a public convenience ; and for this purpose
they shall enter and sign their orders in this respect in a
minute book, to be kept in said Land Office, and the orders
8o signed by a majority of them, shall be binding on the
Register. _
'§ 12. This act to be in force from and after its publica- Take effect
tion in the Iowa Capital Reporter and Republican.
Arrrovip January 25th, 1855.

I certify that the above act was published in the Iowa Capital Reporter aud
lowa Republican, on the 9ih day of February, 1865,
GEO. W. McCLEARY, Secretary of State.

CHAPTER 154.

E3CHEATS.

AN ACT to provide for the relinquishmeut of csebeated laads,

Secrion 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the cl\imant to
State of Jowa, That if any person within five years after an f’ petitiorin
inquisition found vesting any lands in this State as an es v
cheat, shall appear and claim said land vested in the State
aferesaid, may file their potition in the District Court, as a
Court of Chancery of the county where said claimed estate
shall be, setting forth the nature of his claim, and praying
that said estate may be relinquished to him.

§ 2. A copy of the petition shall be served on the At-3.ryics.
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